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Course Objectives:

This course will examine how children learn their native language. We will survey the acquisition of basic linguistic components, including phonemes, word forms and word meanings, morphology and syntax.  We will discuss both nativist and empiricist approaches to the problem, and will consider the roles played by universal grammar, linguistic input, social interaction, and statistical learning in the acquisition process.  The primary goals of this class are for students to learn about the basic phenomena studied in early language development and how they can be accounted for theoretically.  In addition, students will research and write a paper about the sub-topic of their choice in language acquisition. 

Pre-Requisites:

Prior to taking this class, students are required to have taken Psych 550 (Psychology of Childhood) and must also have taken one of the following language related classes: Psych 371,  Speech & Hearing 330, Linguistics 201 or Linguistics 270.  Students who have not taken any of these classes must get the permission of the instructor to take this class.

Course  Materials: 

Course readings and assignments will be available through the Carmen site for the class.  In addition to the posted readings, you will need the following book:  Goldin-Meadow, S. (2003) The Resilience of Language.  New York: Psychology Press.  This book is available at the Barnes & Noble bookstore on High St.  Discounted copies are also available through Amazon.com.

Course Assignments:

Daily Question (25% of your grade)


For each class you will turn in a question or comment about the readings for that week.  Your comment may be a question or a criticism about one of the readings, it may ask how the readings relate to other topics we have covered in class, or about how the readings connect to the larger themes of the course. You are not expected to write anything formal for the daily question (and please keep them short!).  The purpose of these questions is to help foster discussion and to insure that lectures are responsive to student concerns.  You must WRITE down your question and turn it in for each class.  You may be asked to read your question aloud in class.  Daily questions are not required for the first class (Introduction).  Questions will be graded as receiving Full, Half, or No credit depending on their relevance to the current readings.

Midterm Exam (35% of your grade)


There will be an open-book, take-home midterm exam.  It will be passed out during Week 5 of classes and is due by FRIDAY of Week.  The exam will include essay questions that ask you to summarize and integrate the material already covered in class.
Final Paper  (35% of your grade)

This paper can be on the language acquisition topic of your choice. This paper should be 10 – 12 pages long,  and it must contain at least 4 references (at least 2 of which must not have been assigned for class).  Additional details will be provided in the last half of the quarter.  Due on the last day of exams.

Class Participation  (5% of your grade)


All students are expected to attend class regularly, prepared and ready to discuss the course material in a constructive fashion.

NO extra credit is available in this class.

Grading:

The following grade pattern will be used:

A
93 – 100
A-
90 - 92

B+
87 – 89
B
83 – 86
B-
80 – 82


C+
77 – 79
C
73 – 76
C-
70 – 72


D+
67 – 69
D
63 – 66
D-
60 – 62


F
below 60


Disability Services:

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/. 

Academic Misconduct:
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the  committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp). 

Schedule
	WEEK
	CLASS
	TOPIC
	REQUIRED READINGS


	Assignments

	Week 1
	Class 1

Class 2
	Introduction

Critical Period Background
	Goldin-Meadow, chapters 1 and 2

Newport (1990)

Lennenberg (1967)
	None

Daily Question

	Week 2
	Class 1

Class 2
	Phonology: Phoneme acquisition

Phonology: Production & Bilingual issues
	Werker (1995)

Kuhl (2005)

Boysson-Bardies et al. (1984)

Bosch & Galles (2001)
	Daily Question

Daily Question

	Week 3
	Class 1

Class 2
	Statistical Processes: Transitional probabilities

Statistical Processes: Beyond simple stats
	Saffran et al. (1996)

Saffran (2001)

Gomez & Gerken (2000)

Santelmann & Jusczyk (1998)
	Daily Question

Daily Question

	Week 4
	Class 1

Class 2
	Words: Social & Cognitive approaches

Hard Words
	Baldwin (1991)

Baron-Cohen et al. (1997)

Markman (1990)

Gleitman (1990)

Gleitman et al. (2005)
	Daily Question

Daily Question

	Week 5
	Class 1

Class 2
	Argument Structure

Integrating Form and Meaning
	Tomasello (2000)

Fisher (2002)

Tomasello & Abbot-Smith (2002)

Naigles (2002)

Tomasello & Akhtar (2002)

Naigles (2003)
	Daily Question

Daily Question

MIDTERM PASSED OUT


	Week 6
	Class 1

Class 2
	Input (in the typical case)

Acquisition of Sign Language
	Newport et al. (1977)

Schiefflin & Ochs (1983)

Goldin-Meadow, Ch. 3

Goldin-Meadow, Ch. 4

Petitto et al. (2001)
	Daily Question

Daily Question

MIDTERM DUE

	Week 7
	Class 1

Class 2
	Degraded Input 

Homesign I
	Singleton & Newport (2004)

Goldin-Meadow, Ch. 5

Goldin-Meadow, Chs 6 - 9
	Daily Question

Daily Question

	Week 8


	Class 1

Class 2
	Homesign II

Homesign Input
	Goldin-Meadow, Chs 10-13

Goldin-Meadow, Chs 14-15
	Daily Question

Daily Question

	Week 9


	Class 1

Class 2
	Nicaraguan Sign Language

Language Resilience wrap-up
	Goldin-Meadow, Ch. 17

Senghas & Coppola (2001)

Senghas et al. (2004)

Goldin-Meadow, Chs 16 & 19
	Daily Question

Daily Question

	Week 10
	Class 1

Class 2
	Language and thought I

Language & thought II 
	Xu (2002)

Balaban & Waxman (1997)

Hale & Tager-Flusberg (2003)

Spelke & Tsivkin (2000)

Bellugi et al. (1993)

Papafragou et al. (2002)


	Daily Question

Daily Question Final Paper due last day of exams
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